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Editorial

Extended abstracts from the EFB-ESAB Meeting on Applied
Biocatalysis, Trondheim, Norway, June 17–20, 2001

In the past two decades, ‘Biocatalysis’ has evolved
to its present status as a respectable alternative for
(an)organic catalysis in applied chemistry. During
this period, the working party of the European Fed-
eration of Biotechnology, Section of Applied Bio-
catalysis, ESAB, has been active to promote further
developments in this field. As ‘Applied Biocatalysis
1980–2020: The future impact of modeling proteins
and thermodynamics’, the ESAB meeting organized
in Trondheim, Norway, on June 17–20, 2001, brought
together a score of participants from academia and
industry.

Looking back and looking forward, symbolized
by the head of Janus, the meeting’s logo, provided
the prominent theme. Advances in basic science are
likely to be an important driver for the future de-
velopment of Applied Biocatalysis. In this respect,
generating a forum for researchers from two areas of
basic science, the molecular modeling of enzymes and

the thermodynamic modeling of enzymes and sub-
strates, to set up a two-way interaction with people
from applied biocatalysis, turned out to be highly
rewarding.

We wish to thank those participants that provided
us with their contribution in the format of an extended
abstract, a collection of which is presented in the fol-
lowing pages.
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